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3/13-18 13. m}g-m_: — What is His Name? Obviously the Jews knew
the various names of God, so that the question cannot be

When you take the people out of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain,”
13 Moses said to God, “Behold, when I come to the Children of Israel and say to them, ‘The
God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His Name?' — what

shall I say to them?"

ASHEM answered Moses, “| Shall Be As [ Shall Be.” And He said, “So shall you say to the
Children of Israel, ‘I Shall Be has sent me to you.’ " ® God said further to Moses, “So shall you
‘HasHEM the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob has dispatched me to you. This is My Name forever, and
this is My remembrance from generation to generation.’ 16 Go and gather the elders of Israel

say to the Children of Israel,
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]‘ :f ASHEM YISBARACH 1S KNOWN BY MANY NAMES, AS

== found throughout Tanach. Each Name describes a differ-
L L ent attribute by which He reveals Himself, in His interac-
Jions with His world. Some Narmes represent Hashem’s Attribute
of Mercy. Others represent His strict justice. Some represent His
lovingkindness. Still others represent His supreme might.!”” This
Jparticular Name of 111K is found nowhere else in Tanach. Whatg

is the significance of the Name m-3I%? Which attribute of Hashem
does it represent?

In order to answer these questions, we peruse the writings of
the Rishonim, who discuss the Name of -8

"l 1. The Ineffable Names of Hashem

There is a debate among the Rishonim, over whether or not
m-¥IX is one of the true Names of Hashem, which may not be

understood literally. God has many Names, each of which
represents the way in which He reveals Himself through His
ehavior toward the world. When He is merciful, He is called
Hasrem [n=1n], the Name that represents compassion.
This Name also represents the eternity of God, for it is
~A_romposed of the letters that spell mip mnmn, He was, He is,
and He will be, meaning that God's Being is timeless. When
He exercises strict judgment, He is called Elohim. When He
exercises His mastery over nature and performs hidden
miracles — as He did for the Patriarchs — He is called
Shaddai, and so on. Thus Moses was saying that once the
Jews accepted him as God's emissary, they would want to
know which of God's attributes He would manifest in the
course of redeeming them from Egypt (Ramban).
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«grased. The Rambam writes: 2
~ Qnyone who destroys one of the holy and pure Names by
which HaKadosh Baruch Hu is known is liable for lashes by Torah
law, as the pasuk states regarding idolatry, “And you shall destroy
their names from that place. Do not do so to Hashem your God.”'3#
There are seven Names; the Name written with the letters T
NP K1 K"p (Which is called “the Explicit Name”) or the Names writ-
ten MK ¥ w1 2pox1 ophx o 19K Sp. Anyone who erases even
one letter from these Names is liable for lashes.'*
llle Kesef Mishneh commentary on the Rambam explains that
this ruling is based on the Gemara, which lists the Names that may
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not be erased. However, he notes that the Rambam apparently
bases his ruling on a different version of the Gemara, since in our
version, there is a different list of Names, which includes the Name
-WIK. The Gemara states:

These are the Names that must not be erased: oK% b b
TR-3¥ 2T 207 1) 0T QI 130 WK - Do 140

Actually, the Gemara there does not list 1-71X alone as one of
the ineffaceable Names of Hashem, but i1-71x WX -7IK, seeming
to imply that the three words together comprise a single Name of
Hashem. A support for this can be found in Onkelos’s Aramaic
translation of Chumash. Rather than translating the Hebrew word
WK” into Aramaic, he leaves it in the original Hebrew, seeming to
imply that this is not merely a grammatical conjunction, but part of
Hashem’s proper Name.!*!
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2. The Meaning of the Name

Rashi explains that when Hashem told Moshe -2 WK -0,
( He meant to say that He would be with Bnei Yisrael in future exiles,
just as He was with them in Egypt. Moshe suggested that theirz
current suffering was difficult enough, and there was no need for
them to be concerned about future exiles. Hashem conceded, and
dnstructed him to just say nbx nnby -3,

Wccording to this, we can explain that Hashem first intended to
reveal Himself with the three-word Name of =18 WK 1-711K, and
then agreed, based on Moshe's suggestion, to use only the one-
word Name of i1-7x. This seems to support the Kesef Mishneh'’s
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understanding, that on its own r1-71x is the Name by which Hashem
is known, not f1-%IX WX 1-7IX. '

On the other hand, if we interpret 1-7x according to Rashi’s
understanding, perhaps it is not a Name at all, but an assurance that
Hashem will always be by our side to assist us. As such, neither 1-171x
por -WIX WK 1-%IK are proper Names of Hashem, as is evidérft
from the Rambam, cited above. -

3. The Promise of Redemption
The Rashbam explains that the Name 1-7IX (I-Shall-Be) is a

variation of mi1-» which means He-Shall-Be. We refer to Hashem_

v In_the third person form, whereas Hashem refers to Himself in
ﬁ’t{ﬁrst person. Accordingly, we can well understand why the Name
1-1K is found nowhere else in Tanach. Normally, the Torah refers
to Hashem in third person, as X”p "R X"p 7. In this case, Hashem

declares His own Name in first person, -mx. '
The Name mn-" refers to Hashem's Attribute of Mercy.'* The
same is true of 1-7X. This Name is the key to our redemption.
',://The Name -7 was first revealed during Yetzias Mitzrayim, yet
it will be fully revealed only when the Final Redemption arrives.
Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu to inform Bnei Yisrael, “M-MIX sent
me to you,” gssuring them that despite the terrible darkness of their
servitude, they must not despair. They would not have to carry the
Lurden of slavery forever. The redemption was imminent — “TT-NIN

gent me to you.”

This same message is a beacon of hope for us in our present
%alus. It has given us strength to persevere through these thou-
sands of years of hardship and affliction, as we wander from one
county to another, subject to the derision and abuse of the nations
that surround us. Yet we stand proud in our faith in Hashem and
the assurance that He will be with us throughout all our hard-
ships. We raise our eyes to Him with hope and faith that He will
soon redeem us, and we pray to Him three times each day that the
Shechinagh may soon return to Tzion with mercy.

We recognize that the Galus is a decree from Heaven. The righ-
teous are not meant to know tranquility in this world. Yet, there
will be an end to our travails. Hashem is with us, as He was with our
forefathers in Egypt. “I-Shall-Be as I-Shall-Be,” as Rashi explains: “I
shall be with them in future exiles, as I was with them in Egypt.”
X The Jewish people find strength in this knowledge, and in the
clear recognition that this world is like a fleeting dream, like dust

- scattered by the wind. It is only a vestibule, which leads into the
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palace that awaits us in the World to Come. Therefore, the suffering
.of Galus in this world cannot cast us into despondency.
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[Ramban elaborates on the Sages’ comment cited by Rashi:] p\
“haw ¥ Ty ,nbyny meY K nwn i ap onb 1127 ~ Their intention with this comment is ]
that Moses had said to [God], may He be exalted, “When they say to me, ‘What is His Name,’”
i Sy mxexni by mby mein g owa D% MY — meaning that they would be asking that
he should tell them the Name that denotes with complete denotation the existence of God and
His supervision of the world.  waw% 1oxwy ny mabe sangyy xm M3 witpm — But the Holy One,
Blessed is He, responded to him, “Why should they ask for My Name?  nnx many 71v oY px
MIYRT MNP ;oniY Y23 By MK 3 51 -~ They have no need for any other proof other than
that I shall be with them in all their misfortunes; they need only call out to Me and I will
answer them.”  maby wn vhx uxtp b33 whx mamp Sy ouTYR W Rt maen X
V%32 DWoiw ~ And that is the greatest proof that there is a God in Israel, Who is close to us
whenever we call out to Him, and that “there is a God Who judges in the land.”* 119 ws
W1 K3 — This is a sound interpretation of this Aggadic passage.®
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R Times n*nx Equals n“nx
— HKB”H’s Trademark

Let us begin our investigation with the illuminating words
of the Arizal in Likutei Torah. He provides us with a wonderful
explanation regarding HKB"H’s reply: “m»nx awx monx”, based
on what we have learned in the Gemara (Shabbas 55a): yanmn”
“nnR K1t s wrpn v — HKB"H's seal is “emes” (nnx). The

Arizal explains that this is a reference to the name: mnn'~\
B |

“nonR awN; for a*nax (21) times n“nn (21) equals n“ny (4412}
Therefore, when Moshe asks HKB"H how he should respon

to Bnei Yisrael, HKB"H replies: “mmx qwx monn” — this is the
seal encompassing all of the divine names. Here are the sacred
words of the Arizal: Ritw nnR Bwa n“apn mann wnpn nne s »o”
“AUAR RMUR RN Dya aYnR mioa mmin — all the names of

HKB"H reflect His seal of “emes”; this is alluded to by the fact
® that n“nx times n"nx equals n“ax.

After much consideration, I would like to propose an
interpretation of the Midrash above based on this illuminating
Arizal. Moshe Rabeinu inquires: “And when they say to me,
‘What is His name?’ — what shall I say to them?” In other

ﬁwords, which divine name should we have in mind and should
we pray to in order to trigger all of the salvations. According
to the Midrash, HKB"H responds: »wyn % ,y1% wpan anx mw”
“87i71 28 — you want to know My name? My name depends
on the action I am performing. Nevertheless, to trigger
salvations from all of the names, it is advisable to employ the
appellation: “mnx 7wx nR” — the seal of “emes” encompassing
all of the divine names. For, as we have learned, n“nx (21) times
nnr (21) equals n"nr (441).

Q3 The message conveyed by this allusion is that the key to
access all of the divine names is to pray wholeheartedly with
“emes.” This notion is expressed by the passuk (Tehillim 145,
18): “nnna 1mRape AW oY pRwp Y55 'n smp” — Hashem is
close to all those that call upon Him, to all that call upon

»Him with “emes.” We find support for this idea in the Orchos
Tzaddikim:

He cites the passuk (Yirmiyah 10, 10): “But Hashem, G-d,
is “emes”; He is the living G-d and the Eternal King." This
teaches us that HKB"H is the G-d of “emes.” Therefore, since
HKB"H's seal is “emes,” the passuk (Tehillim 145, 18) states
that HKB”H draws near to anyone who calls upon Him with
“emes” — with sincerity. What is considered calling upon

H{im with “emes”? This refers to a person who clears his heart')
and mind of everything else in the world, and focuses only on}

HKB"H. This person clings to the heavenly light and always has
in mind G-d’s will.

This allows us to understand very nicely what the great
luminary, the gaon Chida, zy”a, writes in Avodas Kodesh (7),
concerning the appellation: “mx awx renx”. He writes that this
name employed in tefilah is capable of affecting salvation for
geverything in the world:
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It is clear that the concept of the divine names and how
to apply them is beyond our comprehension. Nevertheless,
seeing as this name alludes to HKB"H’s seal of “emes,” which
encompasses all of the divine appellations, we can suggest that
by focusing on the name “mnR awx mnx” — whose product is
n“nk — one merits enlightenment from the attribute of “emes,”’
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enabling one to pray to Hashem with true sincerity. As a result,
he is guaranteed that the words of the passuk will be fulfilled:
DRYNW ARY YUY PRI PR DRRE TMIRTEY WK Y5 pRp YoY R syt
“ay»wm pnwr -- Hashem is close to all those that call upon
Him, to all that call upon Him with “emes”; the will of those
who revere Him, He will perform, and He will hear their
plea and rescue them.

Holidays: “wswnnTa 73 s’ (according to the Kol Bo Machzor,
this piyut was composed and instituted by Ezra HaSofer and

» Zerubavel ben Shealtiel). In the piyut, we declare: mormrn 5o
“srpR WK TOTIRS Mann ,naR Pt R — And all believe that He
is a judge of “emes”; the One whose name was pronounced
R qwR AR’ Let us endeavor to understand the connection
between the fact that HKB”H is “a judge of emes” and the
appellation “mx WK AN"

The matter can be explained as it is presented in Likutei
Yehudah in the name of his elder, the author of the Imrei Emes
of Gur, zy"a, based on what we have learned from the Arizal.
Seeing as n“nx (21) times n™nx (21) equals n“ax (441), the
message conveyed by the piyut is quite clear; this appellation
represents HKB"H's seal and trademark — “emes.”

still, it behooves us to explain the significance of this
connection. While the numerical equivalent exists, clearly there
exists a deeper, practical connection, which is relevant to each
and every one of us — a connection teaching us how to serve
Hashem with this appellation in order to connect with HKB"H’s
trademark of “emes.”

I was struck by a wonderful idea based on the explanation
presented by the Ramban here regarding the appellation monx”
“«ss1x WK in the name of the Midrash (which does not appear in

*/ our texts): T3 MY A ANKY BYD AR WK MR W1 waTs”
aKIW 77 AR FINGK YN K AIPTE PYIYI BT IR PR BR 8y ann R
“mmar TIRIN AN 79 71 D (20-ns @a) — as you behave presently
with Me, so will I behave presently with you; if you open /
your hands and give tzedakah, so, too, will I open My hands

cve

3G “Know what is above you”
from Your Deeds Below

This teaches us a tremendous chiddush, HKB"H’s response
to Moshe: “mmx mwx max” — alludes to one of the basic
principles and foundations of the entire Torah. Namely, HKB"H
acts with a person in accordance with how that person acts with
Him. This coincides beautifully with what the Shela hakadosh
(Mishpatim) presents in the name of the Midrash regarding the
gassuk (Tehillirh 121, 6):

BX1,7Y PrIYR K171 privn AR OR X Soxn oy 'nama b
AR MIMIZ0R IR MAPT B8 15 AR AR BR1,7TA 0A KA WY o3 ANN
Sy HNE RIT NAY INT ANRY BWD AYX R A1AEn AR 9 1 1 R —
“Hashem is your shadow! Just as your shadow mirrors your

;‘; actions, so, too, HKB"H acts like your shadow. His behavior
toward you reflects your behavior toward Him.

In a similar vein, the Zohar hakadosh states (Lech Lecha
88a): 7y N5 AR KY KT KDY RNTYNR NOAWK RANYT RMTPANS"
“xnnly 7ynNRT — man’s actions below trigger the divine influence
from above. In truth, this notion is expressed explicitly by the
following Gemara (Shabbas 151b): parm neaan by onanna bs”
“mawm Y PRRNA PR APNSR DY BT R 1 0men oy —
whoever has mercy on his fellow creatures is shown mercy

/J from the heavens; whoever fails to have mercy on his fellow
creatures is not shown mercy from the heavens.

2"

bs !I‘his is the message conveyed by the Mishnah (Avos 2, 1):
“qnn nbyny ma y1” — know what is above you." The following
interpretation is presented by the Toldot Yaakov Yosef (Vayikra),
fthe Maor Einayim (Matot) and the Kedushat Levi (Metzorsig

( Eyerything that transpires in the heavens above comes from
you -- “pan” — is caused by your actjons below. Similarly, the
" Nefesh HaChaim writes (1, 4 in the gloss):

ars nnen s oy’ ma v, mana by arans Yeoa ar maw ymwb ampy”
Yo 93 113K P70 DAN WG DAY BINTAN DERPT TRPI ANT BN 0D BN
N ToR by R Yo, B A ey mnbwa nbynb nwyiw
S4R1301 188 Bi1°a Yy Beun — This is the lesson taught by the Mishnah
in Avos: “yan nyyny my7'. People do not realize the tremendous .
; Zimpact of their actions. They should recognize unequivocally that
everything that transpires in the heavenly realms stems from
their actions; they are the determining factors.

“RITIN YN MR
Is the Source for All Salvation

This enlightens us and provides us with a better
understanding of HKB"H’s reply to Moshe’s inquiry: “Behold,
when I come to Bnei Yisrael and say to them, ‘The G-d of
your forefathers has sent me to you, and they say to me,
‘What is His name?' — what shall I say to them?” In other
words, they will want to know and be familiar with all of
HKB”H's names. This knowledge will enable them to receive
the needed benefits associated with each particular name —
such as rachamim, health, livelihood, protection and the like.

In response, HKB”H answered succinctly and to the point:
“sPIIN WK TN R X BoEbR AR, As the Midrash cited by the
Ramban explains: 1rnma oX quy a0 %K 79 My o anRw aws”’
“sy AN FINBN "IN AR APTE PRI B ik — 1 will act toward them
as they act toward Me. This being the case, it is no longer

necessary to be familiar with each of the divine names of
HKB"H specifically in order to receive salvation. Rather,
everything depends on man’s_behavior below. Thus, the ¢
s system of “pomx awx mnaR” accounts for all of HKB”"H's names
necessary to achieve every form of salvation. '}Eor, it is within
man'’s power to trigger any desired response from above based
on his behavior below.

9\? We can now -appreciate the connection between the
appellation “mrx wx mnx” and HKB”H's trademark of “emes.”
For, the fact that we see that HKB"H treats each individual
differently does not contradict His trait of “emes.”, Quite the
opposite! This is evidence of His trait of “emes.” He behaves
with each individual in accordance with how that individual
behaves below, reflecting the concept of: “1ox¢ ‘" — Hashem is
your shadow. Ifthe person is merciful, he is shown mercy from
above; if he is cruel, chas v'shalom, he is treated cruelly from
above. This is precisely the message conveyed by the allusion:
nnR times n'nr equals AR, For, the divine trademark of
“emes” is revealed by the union of the two names f“nN, in
keeping with HKB"H’s statement: nmi1 28 92 "ny nnn nnkw nws”
“1ny — as you are with Me, so, too, I am with you.

This, too, is the message of the piyut: 17 X BmRn Yoy

“inR MWK TERS M anx. By acting in accordance with the

concept of “m*hR qwx nenn” — behaving toward each person ag

he behaves toward Hashem — HKB"H's seal of “emes” becomes

. evident. So, if a person should ask, “Why is HKB"H treating

* me this way?” It behooves him to know that the answer lies

in HKB"H’s succinct reply to Moshe: “mnn 2w mnx” — My
response from above mirrors man'’s actions below.




R

We have now gained a glimpse of understanding regardiné
thecgecretive conversation conducted between Moshe Rabeinu
and HKB"H. Moshe approached HKB"H with a question: 1KY’
g9 "IN 7 1w 1 oY -- “And when they say to me, ‘What is
His name?’ — what shall I say to them?” After suffering so
many hardships during the galut in Mitzrayim, Yisrael will ask,
“What is HKB"H’s name that is capable of rescuing us from any
threat and calamity, so that we will no longer need to suffer as
we did in Mitzrayim?”

s Tothis HKB"H replied: “m»nxawxsnx’, The Midrash explains:

"y TR 23R 79 AY TN ANRW pws’ — as you behave with Me,

50, too, will I behave with you. As the Rambam explained,

HKB"H says to each individual: “n»nx qws mnx" — if you want

Me to be with you, there is a condition! Your relationship with

Me must be characterized by constant “deveikus” — intimate
attachment. This is HKB"H's seal and trademark of “emes”;
he watches over each individual person in accordance and in
Z Rroportion to that person’s attachment to Him.

30 -

Let us provide an explanation based on our current

discussion. The twenty-one mentions of the name Havaya
in the tefillin shel yad represent the notion of mnx (21) —
every Jew’s individual declaration that he will be with HKB"H,
by subjugating his every whim and thought to HKB"H. In the
merit of this commitment, HKB”H fulfills His promise: mnn”
“mamR 9WR — to watch over us with the twenty-one mentions
of the name Havaya in the tefillin shel rosh — equivalent to
R (21).

Based on this understanding, I would like to propose an
interpretation of the following testimony found in the Scriptures
regarding Shlomo HaMelech (Melachim I 5, 9): rnsn napb 1nn”
nRYY ARST S901,8°7 NEY Y AWK YIS 37 3m1, Rk naan naam b
manbR NS 1S .. TR 950 narey, Braga nuen Yont np na b nnsnn
“own — G-d gave wisdom and considerable understanding

to Shlomo, and breadth of heart as immense as the sand

which is upon the seashore. Shlomo’s wisdom surpassed
the wisdom of all the people of the East and all the wisdom
of Mitzrayim, He was wiser than all men . .. He spoke

three thousand proverbs. We must endeavor to explain why

he spoke specifically_nabx nenbw (ljterally translated as three

{thousand) proverbs.

Notwithstanding Shlomo HaMelech’s vast wisdom and
knowledge, let us suggest that he taught the entire nation

Qne essential lesson: The greatest form of wisdom is being

connected and attached to Hashem in accordance with the,

three alephs -- maoR nwibw . [Translator’s note: mabx nwibw
can be translated as "three thousand” or as “the three alephs.’]
. Those three alephs are the first letters of the appellation

:\-énsnx ~wx " — with which HKB"H conveyed to Moshe the

essential lesson that He would be with any person who clings
to Him. This is also the allusion found in the “Thirteen Midot

aRachamim” (Shemos 34, 7): _“m:poxb 7on axw'. In other
words, HKB”H preserves and demonstrates kindness to those

people who always remember the “alaphim” — the alephs of

“RTIR YR AR
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